Bidens alba (L.) DC. (Asteraceae) is a cosmopolitan subtropical and tropical weed that is native to North and Central America ( Ballard, 1986 ) and has recently become invasive in China. Bidens alba reproduces vigorously and has been rapidly spreading in southern China. It grows along roadsides and in abandoned farmland and orchards, resulting in a decline in soil fertility and crop production ( Tian et al., 2010 ) . Bidens alba is a tetraploid species (2 n = 48) ( Grombone-Guaratini et al., 2005 ; Knope et al., 2013 ) . Currently, no microsatellite markers are available for population genetic studies of B. alba . In this study, we isolated and characterized 20 polymorphic microsatellites for B. alba , which can be used to assess its genetic variation within and among populations and track its invasion route in China.
CONCLUSIONS
The 20 microsatellite loci developed for B. alba are useful for investigating the genetic structure, genetic diversity, and invasion dynamics of B. alba . Some of these loci will also be useful for B. pilosa . 
